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N1E 24-56 THE POLITICAL OU 1t LOOK .7
ITALY
(Summary of Conclusions)

i. Background - This estimate considers prin-
cipally the possibility of parliamentary
cooperation between the governing Christian
Democratic-dominated center coalition,
whiclix has only 'a. slim parliamentary majority,
and the parties to the extreme left, particular]
the Nenni Secialists who are still allied to the

Communists in a unity ef action pact.

il. The curreat pelitical situation is characterize

by growing popular pressures for more rapid
progress in a domestic referm program, by

the governing centsr coalition's lack of the

cohesien and discipline necessary to enact

suc program. and by the extreme left's
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tactics of supporting the coalition in

wel Cratde o

important votes on domestic issues.

N —

A. Despite continued industrial growth
T and comparative financial stability,
o the severe problem of unemployment
remains and the need for social reform
ferliltl.

B. The Communists have suffered some

setbacks during the past year. More

AR Y g

important than these actual losses has
been the psychological effect -~ a wide-

spread impression in Italy that the

" Communist Party has passed the zenith

af its electsral atrength. ' 1

{a

; 1. Neverthsless, the Italian Co:mnunht

e

Party is still the largest in Western

remains
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preit, and the recent setbacks cannot
be regarded as a decisive reversal of
trend.

1il. The Pelitical Outlook

| A. '!'nu Christian Democratic Party will
" dominate all Italian goveﬁmentn

b?twcen now and the next general

. ealections. Because of lack of agres- i
ment and discipline within the party,
iz:iuny of its leaders will probably wel-
‘come, and some may even solicit, tha
votes of thc Nenni Socialists to push
the reformist program w.which the
Christian Democrats are committed.
In this event, a tacit collaboration
between the government and the

Nenni Socialists would
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oi severe gﬂommenul crisis could
| relult in a formal agreement between

- the center and the extreme left. We
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probably emerge. We benevo it un-

likely, hewsver, that such cellaboration .
would be translated into 3 formal agree-
maent. "

vguch a tacit collaboration between the
‘ﬂcmmﬂnt and the Nenni Socialists wonl‘
e precarious and pessibly short-lived. .
nIf this tacit col}aboutlon 'should break

dewn, the situation might rel&pl.e into

virtual immobility, oF during a period

pelisve, however, that the Christian
Democratic leaders will in general
continue their pre sent cour‘se, avoiding

either formal collaboration with Nenni
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which weuld follow were they te
surrender to rightist pleas for a

halt in the reform pregram."

The uxt .mul Slections must be

1
of the varlﬂu parties will not be.

.mmy au.ml sltheugh the political |
‘center ol ;tﬁrity wﬂl probably nhift

: rohrm, lnd mnlhly clnn;u h
the inte rnatienal dtpathn m.l;ht
alter the direction er dimensiens ‘ 3
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of present trends.

E. Italian foreign policy is likely to

o-Western character.

continue its pr
Italy will probably, however, display

increasing independence and seek to ’5

avoid the appearance of subservience 10

the United States.

1. However, if Nenni Bocialist collabora

tion were to continue for some time £

or to become formal, or if the Nennd

Socialists actually parﬁcipated in

the government, there weuld be

serious danger that Italy's pro-
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"his purpone.
B. ‘Actualiy, unothi.o 10 Teslinn contil-
wi. ¢ i gution prevents rresident from

exercising powers similar to US
~ president in domestic affairs:
" Italian president may not, however,

. negotiate foreign treaties.

C. Gronchi has alroeady gone beyond

presidential predecessors:

1. Insists on li%eral interpretation
of requirgment that all ministers
present decrees of their ministrie
for presidential signature,

2. went over heads of calinet and
called meeting (late '353) of top-
jevel italian ambassadors and
foreign affairs officials to

'discuss" foreign policy.

-2~

Ap%roved For Release 2002/02/12 : CIA-RDPZSR08890A000700020023-3




Approved For Release 2002/02/12 : CIA-RDP79 R9Q£200700020023-3

8 Stutcd, on own anitlizi,
Italy would recognize Comn.
China, work for Peiping'=s
inclusion in UN.

¥ . 4. pPushed through long-delayed
establishment of constitutional
couft.

5. Established "kitchen cabinet
with ucceet to opinions of
Italiuhiptlltary, police and
loftiif'politiéel parties as wel

‘as V.ticnn and US.

S Mt

1V. Gronchi's datlaition of tur- napening to
the left" appoars to be CD pro-otion of

iee o o PR BT

reform policiot, such as Vanoni plan,
which would oithpr drnv nupport from
leftist pnrttcs or -hov lortint- up as
actually not pro-rctorl

A. Believes CD rofor- progran could lure

Nenni Socialists away from Communist:-
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democratic and anti-Communist stand,

A. Al=¢ belileves in and shows talent
for maintaining CD unity and strength,
while counting An varieties of opinioﬂ

within CD Party to extend scope of CD

popular appeal.

25X6
VI. Gronchi's assets balanced by some lia~
bilities:
A. Concentrates on Italian domestic
problems somewhat to exclusion of
S5XGE world affairs,
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C. While strongly .-.@@Ej; Communists!

Moscow ties and cadre organization,

repdrtedly fails to appric;uto dangers
of ca-nnist penotr:tion.
;il;Q Believes Connio power derives
; from pOpular support rather than
é “vociferous cadres”, and holds
that "you c‘n't fool all the
people all of the time."
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